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This abstract is based primarily on a 

more in-depth paper titled Myths to 

Live By that had been compiled a 

few years ago by myself and later 

appended by William Chanler Jr., 

grandson of Beatrice Ashley 

Chanler.  The research was in part a 

collaboration with my older brother 

George Thomas “Tommy” Collins, 

who lived under the same roof with 

his great grandfather George Thomas      Collins Family photograph, c. 1925. Eliza (Collins) Ashley (top 

Collins I (1874-1962) who was                    left) is seated with her son, George T. Collins (top right) on the   

Beatrice Ashley Chanler’s half-brother.    front porch of his house on Metacomet Ave., Swansea MA. 

                                                                              Eliza’s grandson, George Anthony Sr. is seated between them  

The information for this current paper    and great grandson, George A. Jr. (my father) is at the bottom.     

was culled from official records, city  

archives, street maps, city directories, old photographs, and contemporaneous notes based on 

conversations with members of both the Collins and Chanler families.  From this collection we 

were able to form a more concise picture of Beatrice Chanler’s broken childhood and her siblings, 

who previously had been unknown. 

 

Beatrice Ashley Chanler was the namesake created by the popular 19
th

 century stage actress Minnie 

Ashley upon her marriage to the dashing and wealthy NY politician, William A. Chanler on 

December 4, 1903.   

 

Prior to 1903 

Beatrice had been 

married (1896) to 

a New York bit 

player, William 

Sheldon, but they 

had been living 

apart until they 

were formerly 

divorced in 1902.  While living with William Sheldon (born William Jones in Ohio, 1876), 

Beatrice used the Sheldon surname in public but kept Minnie Ashley as her stage name. 

 



Beatrice Chanler’s grandparents were Irish immigrants who arrived in America in 1845 during the 

height of the Irish Potato Famine.  It is not clear if the couple had known each other prior to 

coming to America or if they met afterward.  This said because their ports of entry were in 

different states; her grandfather, Michael Tully (1818-1857) disembarked in New York City, 

whereas her grandmother, Bridget Lyons (1824-1897?) arrived at the port of Boston in 

Massachusetts.  

Bridget Lyons later moved to Fall River, MA, and in 1850 was listed as a single resident in the U.S. 

Census for that city. By contrast, the term “head of household” was a phrase used in city street 

directories and was designated for the husband, or main “bread winner” residing there.  Street 

directories did not list the wife or children, unless the husband died and then the deceased’s wife 

would be listed with the suffix “widow” with first and last name to follow.  For this reason, Bridget 

Lyons was not listed in the Fall River Street Directory for the same year.   

Michael Tully, on the 

other hand, had 

moved the same year 

he landed in New 

York to 21 Trinity 

Place (rear) in 

Manhattan. Later, he 

moved one apartment 

over to 20 Trinity 

Place,  where he 

remained  until his 

death. He  worked as 

“porter.” 

As previously stated,  

only the male “head  

of household” was  

listed in city street 

directories, unless the  

male partner died and  

then his widow would  

be named. Yet in the  

space reserved for the  

deceased’s “marital  

status” in the NYC  

Municipal Death record  

for Michael Tully, the  

word “unknown” appears.   

For this reason, one could  

not say with certainty  

if Michael Tully and Bridget Lyons were “married” or if they had children when he died in 1857.  



In the New York City Street Directory for the following year, 1858 there appeared a new listing for 

a residence at 145 11
th

 Street with the name Tully, Bridget, widow of Michael.  Widow Bridget 

Tully is listed as being employed as a “washer.”   

While circumstantial as it 

might appear, there was no 

listing for this Widow Bridget 

Tully for the years that follow 

in New York.  There was also 

no birth record for a child 

born to this Tully/Lyons 

couple.   But there was 

evidence that surfaced three 

years later that listed a 

marriage in Fall River, MA for 

a woman named Bridget Lyon 

Tully to one John Campbell.   

Three additional documents prove this assertion: 

1. The U.S. Census of 1880 for Fall River MA again

shows a listing for John and Bridget Campbell along with

three children; Sarah Jane Campbell (b.1861), Margaret

Campbell (b.1864) and a grandson John Edward Collins.

A grandson would indicate that one of the two adults had

an older child that gave birth to boy that was born

around 1873.

Since the “Collins” surname is different from the 

Campbell surname it would indicate that there had been 

a female daughter that had been married to male partner 

having Collins as his surname. 



2. From an 1872 birth record in Fall River,

MA there was a male child named John E.

Collins that was born to a couple named George

W. and Eliza F. Collins.

3. The 1870 Tiverton, RI marriage record for

George and Eliza Collins shows that Eliza was

the daughter of Bridget and Michael Tully (as

evidenced by their names on the marriage

document.)   While there was never any proof of

birth for Eliza Tully in Massachusetts, the age for

Eliza Tully was listed on the marriage document

as “18” with the estimated birth year as 1854. See below, last line:

It should be acknowledged that for the years from 1851 to 1857 that there was no record of 

residence for Bridget Lyons or Bridget Tully, either in Fall River or NYC.  It was in 1858, in New 

York when Widow Bridget Tully’s name was first listed in the afore-mentioned NYC Street 

Directory.  If the1854 birth year for Eliza Tully were true this would indicate that Bridget Lyons 

had been living with Michael Tully, possibly in a “common law marriage”, and that Eliza Tully was 

most likely born in New York but without proof of birth. 

Note that the above listed marriage document does list Eliza Tully’s birthplace as Massachusetts 

but in the 1880 census for Tiverton, RI (shown below), and elsewhere, her birthplace lists as “NY”.  

This practice of name and date deception appears to be consistent throughout Eliza’s life and has 

been discussed in depth in the afore-mentioned paper titled Myths to Live by.   

There is little information about the young Eliza Tully except that she was around 6-years old 

when her mother Bridget remarried to John Campbell in 1861.  That same year the newly-wed 



Campbell couple had a daughter Sarah Jane, and in 1864 Bridget 

gave birth to another daughter, Margaret A Campbell.   Of these 

two half-sisters to Eliza not much more is known.    

More recently it was found in the 1870 US Census for Fall River 

Census that Eliza Tully’s surname had been changed to Campbell, 

and on several occasions was used in conjunction with her Tully 

surname.  In addition, Eliza’s birthplace on this same document 

lists her birthplace as New York and her age listed as 17, which 

approximates her birth year elsewhere.  Surprisingly, on this same 

1870 census, there appeared the name of a 16-year old female by 

named Katie Campbell, who was 1-year younger than Eliza but 

born in Massachusetts.   This new evidence might reveal that 

stepfather John Campbell had been married previously. 

At age 17 or 18, Eliza Tully (Campbell) met and married George William Collins of Tiverton, RI 

in 1872, the same year their son John Edward Collins was born.  At the time of their first son’s 

birth George W. and Eliza Collins were living at 91 South Main Street in Fall River, MA.  George 

worked as a clerk nearby.  South Main Street was walking distance from the house Eliza’s parents 

lived. John Campbell owned a liquor shop nearby on John Street.  The living situation seemed to 

have been planned so that John “Eddie” could easily have visitation with his grandparents. 

In 1874, while Eliza Collins was 7 months pregnant with a second child, her husband George W. 

fell ill and died within a short time of cholera at the age of 22.  He was buried at Oak Grove 

Cemetery in Fall River in same plot as his ancestors.   

Two months after her husband’s death, on July 16, 1874, Widow 

Eliza Collins gave birth to a second son, George Thomas Collins 

(1874-1962).  Their son’s birth was never recorded, although his 

draft registration of 1917 validates the birth date: 

Widow Eliza Collins remained in the city of Fall River for the four 

years following her husband’s death but moved two or three times 

to be closer to her parents who then lived on Columbia Street.  The 

biological grandparents of both her sons were Captain George 

Thomas (1828-1888) and Mary (Baker) Collins (1830-1885) lived 

on Shove Street in Tiverton RI – a distance of less than three miles 

from where their two grandchildren had lived .   



The logistics of being a single parent and having to nurture and transport two young children 

between two households soon forced Widow Eliza Collins to consider placing each of her sons 

with a different set of grandparents.  The final decision for making this move came one year prior 

to 1880 after Widow Eliza Collins had a brief affair with young man from the Fall River area 

whose surname was Whitehead.  On May 7, 1880, Widow Eliza Collins gave birth to a daughter 

just over the Fall River border in Dartmouth, MA. On the birth record the daughter was named 

Minnie W. Collins with a notation stating that the birth was “illegitimate”. The father’s name was 

not provided for record: 

See enlarged line item #28 right: 

This third birth for Widow Eliza Collins was the breaking point for her already complicated life.  

As it was apparent that taking care of her three children while living alone posed a heavy burden 

on their livelihood, it was a risk for her health as well.  But moving her youngest son, George T. in 

with his Tiverton grandparents was not entirely based on the reasons previously discussed, but for 

a more clandestine reason.   Not long after the birth of her daughter Minnie, Eliza Collins began 

dating Dartmouth butcher George W. Ashley (1845-1888) who was currently married to Azuba 

Collins, the cousin of her deceased husband George William Collins. See line 31 below: 



Proof of George T. Collins’ placement with his grandparents in Tiverton can be found in the 1880 

Census for the Tiverton, RI.  Note on the last line item #50 (below) that the age of “George T.- 

Grandson” is six years, which sets his birth year to 1874.  In addition, note at the end of the same 

line that “NY” was listed as the place of birth for (grandson) George T’s mother. 

Some years passed from the time Widow Eliza 

Collins left her two boys with her parents and in-laws 

when she, George W. Ashley and daughter Minnie 

W. Collins were found to be living in Boston, MA.

The Boston Street Directory of 1886 listed George

W. Ashley, the butcher as head of household at living

on 10 Castle Street (now Harvard Street) at the Hotel

Helen.

In a news article published in the Boston Globe, on 

Sept 7, 1885 there happened to be a story about a 

6-year old girl named Minnie Ashley who fell from

a rooftop at 404 Tremont Street.  Tremont Street runs

parallel to Harvard Street in Boston – two streets east.

The age of the girl in the news article was close to the

year Eliza (Collins) Ashley’s daughter was born.



From 1886 until 1888 George W. Ashley was recorded in the Boston Street Directory at four 

hotel-apartments within the Boston proper.  The last address was at 70 Harrison Avenue in the 

Chinatown district where George W. Ashley died on May 11, 1888. 

Two months after his  

death, George W. 

Ashley’s wife Azuba H. 

Ashley was granted a 

decree for her divorce 

for adultery that was 

heard on December 30, 

1887. Azuba was also 

granted the right to 

resume her maiden 

name of Azuba H. 

Collins. 

The following year, the 

Boston Street Directory for 

1889 obtained a new listing at 

1 Lovering Place in South 

Boston for the Head of 

Household; Eliza F. widow 

of George W. Ashley. 

Some ten years later, Widow Eliza 

Ashley would move back to New York 

with her talented and then famous 

daughter Minnie Ashley.  After the 

marriage of Minnie to William A. 

Chanler, Eliza would move back to 

Manhattan where she would share an 

apartment with her son, John “Eddie” 

Collins (John used his middle name 

for much of his life).  On September 5, 

1939 Eliza Ashley died.  Her remains 



were shipped to Oak Grove Cemetery in Fall River, MA and buried in the same plot with her 

husband George William Collins. 

One year after Eliza Ashley’s death, her first 

son, John “Edward” Collins died in his 

apartment on 19
th

 Street in New York City.  

In his Record of Death from New York City 

1940, John Edward Collins’ mother’s name 

was reported as Eliza “Tully” and his father’s 

name listed only as “George” (as in George 

William Collins).  John never married and 

had no children. 

Eliza’s second son, George Thomas Collins  

(my great grandfather) died in 1992.  He was married 

to Lucy Bell D’Arcy and had together two children, 

one grandchild and four great grandchildren.   

In the attached photograph, circa 1945, George T. 

Collins was depicted with his grandson, my father, 

George Anthony Collins Jr. 

Addendum: There is scant mention of Bridget Lyons’ 

parents, William and Catherine (Curly ?) Lyons from 

notes left by my brother, George.  And on the Fall 

River MA file card for Bridget and John Campbell’s 

marriage, the name of William Lyons is was listed. 

Modern DNA testing may be hold hope for 

additional ancestry in Ireland.  




